
Good afternoon on Tuesday 12th May 2020. 
  
First of all I know it’s been a while since I sent out the previous Infrastructure Diary – on the 10th March to be precise – but in 
these strange times it has been slightly difficult to tell you that nothing is happening on our railway!  In fact it has as I will 
describe.  First of all I would like to tell you my garden is absolutely wonderful, so much so that I am patrolling it at very regular 
intervals waiting for another weed to raise its head and I can then pull it out!  Of course I could say it is wonderful, the best it’s 
ever been, but as nobody is allowed in, you will have to take my word for it. At least it keeps me away from wife who is 
complaining about my hair growing long, which is something I aspire to, but she normally makes me have it cut short at regular 
intervals.  Have had to hide the sharp instruments in case she decides to cut it! 
  
As you all know, we and the railway are in lockdown with only a small handful of staff working.  Two who are working are 
Martyn and Darren from our P Way team.  They are helping ensure that that the railway is secure by carrying out regular 
inspections along the line from Pickering to Grosmont using an 08 shunter and brakevan to ensure they are the correct distance 
apart.  They call in at the MPD to discuss any issues with the limited number of staff down there. 
  
Including the Plasser crane they have also been able to load up the remaining scrap from bridge 27 at Goathland together with 
the spoil  all of which has gone to New Bridge for disposal.  The remaining scaffolding used by Cleveland Bridge was also loaded 
up into our wagons to take to New Bridge also for disposal. I should have said that Cleveland Bridge have now finished the 
bridge works which is excellent.  When tidying up the site Martyn and Darren were able to put back No7 points that lead into 
the Up siding and while they were at it they then laid the second track as seen in photos A, B and C taken by John Bruce.  Both 
tracks will now be ballasted ready for tamping at the beginning of June.  It’s amazing what two certificated and experienced 
people can do with some help from Mr Bruce who is missing his trains and passengers! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Then our two man P Way gang went to Trout Farm where the new carriage shed is to be built.  The main contractor, Hobson 
Porter, were able to restart works as the new road access bridge had sufficiently cured to allow heavy loads across.  To 
facilitate the ground works alongside the railway Martyn and Darren lifted up the old wheel sets, concrete troughing units and 
other S&T equipment as seen in Darren’s D, E and F photos.  They also were able to lay in the sleepers for the Running Line up 
to bridge 8. Trout Farm level crossing has had the former Long Siding line removed but the existing timber sleeper crossing over 
the Running Line is left for now. The excavation works in the field require about 500 lorry loads of fill etc to go out and then 
another 500 loads of stone fill to come in, so we intend to wait as long as possible before putting in the new Rosehill panels 
together with the 300mm track lift.  

 

 



Work has now started on the earthworks as seen in Dave Pennock’s photos G and H. As this is a secure site with all the 
requirements for social distancing please don’t go and visit as you will get removed. 

 

  
We are also working “behind the scenes” as they say to complete the documentation for bridges 8 and 27 plus preparing for the 
new bridges 24 and 25 sometime in the future. 
  
That’s all for now, more in a shorter time from last time.  Keep safe and don’t forget to help the fundraising appeal. 
  
Nigel Trotter 
  
 


